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Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation (CCFF/Foundation) 
 

I.)  FY 2016 Budget Request  

 
The CCFF is requesting $676,000 for FY 2016.  The Foundation received a $450,000 
appropriation, excluding the ATB and sequestration, in FY 2013, and a $150,000 appropriation 
in FY 2014.   
 
Federal funds to be expended by the CCFF, an independent federal government agency: 
 

  

Expense   Amount  

Programs   $  375,000  

         Christopher Columbus Awards  $  300,000    

         Agriscience Awards  $    50,000    

         Life Science Awards  $    25,000    

Compensation   $  170,000  

General Operations   $    70,835  

Other Government Agencies   $    60,165  

         General Services Administration (GSA) Required Services  $    40,000    

         GSA Rent  $    16,400    

         Department of Homeland Security  $      1,640    

         Other  $      2,125    

   Total   $  676,000  

         

II.)  Mission 
 

The Foundations mission is “Community Service through Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics (STE M) by Middle School and High School Students”. 

New mission driven initiatives began in September 2013 with Board of Trustees action leading 
to: (1) March 2014 reorganization and installation of new Executive Director and CEO (2) 
creation of new Public-Private Partnership (PPP) initiatives, (3) relocation to Washington, and 
most importantly, (4) a vision to most effectively implement its statutory purposes. The 3 years 
between have created significant opportunities for growth of diverse programs and services.   
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                                                               Public Law 102-281: 
 

Sec. 422. Purpose.  The purpose of this subtitle is to establish the Christopher Columbus 
Fellowship Program to encourage and support research, study, and labor designed to produce 
new discoveries in all fields of endeavor for the benefit of mankind.   

 
Sec. 424. Fellowship Recipients. (a) Award, (c) Selection.  The Foundation may provide, 

directly or by contract, for the conduct of a nationwide competition for the selection of 
fellowship recipients. 

III.)  Category Justification 

 
A. Compensation 

 
The Foundation has two full time employees, the Executive Director and CEO, and an Office 
Manager. This is less than 50 percent of the personnel authorized, and is a direct result of an 
ongoing efficiency and cost reduction effort.  
 

B. Program Expenditures 

 
1. The Christopher Columbus Awards (CCA) 

 
For 19 years, the CCA program has challenged students nationwide to identify and explore 
problems in their communities and then apply the scientific method to create and implement 
innovative solutions.  From an extensive field of applicants, eight finalist teams of three to four 
students and their adult coaches and mentors compete in the National Championship Week at 
the Christopher Columbus Academy in Walt Disney World.  The finalists compete for valuable 
scholarships and a $25,000 grant to bring the winning solution to life in their communities. 
 
The 2015 CCA program year opens in August 2015 and concludes in June 2016 when awards are 
presented.  The program begins with extensive outreach through the education community, 
student and professional publications, social media, allied organizations, and multiple other 
avenues.  The deadline for final response, following interaction with teams and staff, is in 
February 2016.  With proposals collected, evaluated and quality and qualification carefully 
screened in February and March, 30 selected entrants enter the semifinals.  A two-level judging 
program of highly qualified volunteer judges actively examines and evaluates and selects 
finalists in April 2016.  The eight team finalists move on to consideration for scholarships and 
awards in June 2016 with another panel of distinguished scientists serving as judges.   
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The June Community Grant Award initiates a year of mentored team application and 
implementation of community service.  Local and regional scientific and technology advisors 
along with community leaders and public officials at multiple levels are consulted in 
development and implementation.  This phase can be expected to attract substantial volunteer, 
in-kind and monetary support from private and public sector organizations and individuals. 
 
The 2015 /16 program will replicate in inner city and educationally underserved communities 
the successful outreach that has grown annual female student participants to between 55 
percent and 62 percent annually.  Concurrently, the programs will also meet the broadly 
recognized need to dramatically grow the application of STEM beyond simple classroom and 
contest environments. 
 
CCA’s funds are augmented by an invaluable national volunteer network.  Adult coaches, 
teachers, judges, and many others donate an estimated 60 to 70 thousand hours annually for 
just those teams that make it through the first screening.  Overall competition volunteer totals, 
currently not recorded, are likely to substantially exceed 100,000 hours.  Volunteers often 
remain with the program for multiple years, mentoring and supporting new entrants through 
social media and direct contact. 2016 funds will enhance training and technology support for 
this invaluable resource 
 

2. Rededicated Programs 

 
Across multiple scientific fields, CCFF has a proud history of recognizing and providing financial 
awards to outstanding individuals and teams who innovate to serve their communities.  Over 
time, as new discoveries and technological breakthroughs were made and our nation’s agenda 
grew, the Foundation’s awards programs evolved.  
  
The Foundation has undertaken further initiatives to address the vital national priority of STEM 
education.  The fruits of these new efforts are emerging. FY 2016 funds will build and deploy 
rededicated programs based on the STEM model created by the Christopher Columbus Awards 
program.  These programs will recognize and incentivize middle school and high school student 
team achievements in Agriscience and the life sciences.   
 

A. Agriscience  

 
These awards honor, reward and enable middle school and high school 
student teams exemplifying excellence in the agriculture-based application of 
exact and natural sciences for community service.  

 
Built upon the CCA program model, the Agriscience Awards will be initiated, assembled, and 
tested from March 2016 through August 2016.  During this period, the Foundation will devise 
and test the outreach, program parameters, judging and evaluation process, as well as the 
processing analysis and operations of the program.   
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In August 2016, there will be extensive outreach to launch the new competition to a highly 
diverse and nationwide audience of educators, students, and interested citizens.  The 
Foundation expects extensive inquiry and interest, which will significantly help nurture STEM in 
agricultural communities and science overall.  
 
The judging process will begin in December 2016.  At this time, three levels of judging by 
independent scientific experts are planned.  Significant interplay between the team 
participants, mentors, and judges will encourage team excellence and improved products.   
 
The winners of the Gold Award will be announced in April 2017 initiating the year of mentored 
STEM application to community service.  Taking into account the seasonal nature of some 
projects, extended application and potential additional support, can be anticipated. 
 

B. Life Sciences  

 
Life Sciences Awards honor, reward and enable middle school and high 
school student teams strongly committed to protecting and advancing 
human health through science driven community and public service.  

 
Utilizing the same basic process and stages described above, the Life Sciences Awards will be 
initiated in August 2016, with the official launch in February 2017.  Due to the unique factors in 
reaching out to this wide community, the evaluation and judging processes will conclude in July 
2017.  Awards will be given in September 2017 and the ongoing community implementation 
will continue through September 2018. 

 

IV.)  Other Government Agencies (OGA) 
 
Vital services are provided to the CCFF through GSA and other agencies.  The pricing for these 
required services is set by GSA.  These service contracts include Accounting and Human 
Resources among other functions.  Rent is also paid to GSA. 
 

V.)  Operations 

Operations expenditures are made in the private sector, and range from office supplies to 
telecommunications services. 

VI.)  Public-Private Partnerships 

 
In 2016 CCFF will build upon its success in forming public-private partnerships with 
organizations such as the National Science Foundation, Bayer Corporation, Xerox Corporation, 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, AgustaWestland North America, Walt Disney World, DISCOVER 
Magazine, the National Italian American Foundation, the National Museum of Education, the 
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Association of Middle Level Education, and the American Farm Bureau Federation as well as 
noted colleges and universities.   
 
In program and competition development, CCFF can and will utilize relationships with both 
public and private sector entities aligned with particular themes or an award program and open 
avenues for collaboration. Building upon multiple established PPP elements will enable further 
expansion by 2016/2017. 
 
CCFF is actively seeking to encourage private sector funding sources to augment existing and 
future programs.  A complimentary effort is being undertaken by a new independent advisory 
group, Innovation Generation: A STEM Education Foundation (iGEN).  iGEN will undertake 
leadership of public and private sector nonprofit 501(c) (3) promotion and support to fulfill its 
purpose:  Community Service through STEM by middle and high school students.  From 2016 
forward it is anticipated that total private sector funding, administered through the 
Department of Treasury, will replace a significant portion of current Federal responsibility.  

VII.)  Federal Integration 

 
The CCFF’s role as a federal agency integrating multiple OGA activities, facilitating joint and 
cooperative programs, and targeting legislative and executive branch priorities is  developing.  
Today, its unique ability to also integrate and fully utilize multiple varieties of private sector 
STEM support presents opportunities not yet pursued. 
 
Ongoing long-term efforts to fully utilize and build upon Foundation expertise to support OGA 
directives and programs should prove highly beneficial by 2016/ 2017.  The Foundation has a 
wealth of unique federal agency experience in developing and administering national 
competitions utilizing extensive volunteer citizen populations and enhancing diversity and 
geographic outreach.  
 

Building upon that history, the CCFF has the expertise and systems in place to administer 

multiple aspects of existing and new competitions.  It conducts nationwide nomination 

solicitations; promotes and advertises all phases of the competitions; and develops the 

nomination and related materials such as procedures and criteria.  It can and does provide 

federal network facilitation by which the recipient(s) can pursue the development and funding 

of their innovation(s) and community service.  

Utilizing 2014 and 2015 agency outreach, CCFF looks to support OGA STEM related efforts in 
2016. The Foundation can confidently and efficiently administer programs, in their entirety, to 
competitively honor, incentivize, and drive STEM education. 
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VIII.)  Organizational Structure 

 
Board of Trustees 
 

The CCFF is governed by a Presidentially-appointed bipartisan Board of Trustees: 
 

Honorable Maria Lombardo, Ed.D. (Chair)  Honorable Ronald B. Rapoport, Ph.D. 
University of Massachusetts, Boston   College of William and Mary 
Boston, Massachusetts    Williamsburg, Virginia 
 
         
Honorable Cynthia Butler-McIntyre   Sima Sarrafan 
Jefferson Parish Public School System  Microsoft Corporation 
Harvey, Louisiana        Redmond, WA 
        
Honorable Warren G. Hioki, Ph.D.   Honorable Kimberly A. Owens 
College of Southern Nevada    Gordon C. James Public Relations 
North Las Vegas, Nevada       Phoenix, Arizona 
 
 
Executive Director and CEO  
Hallock Northcott 
 
General Counsel 

Anthony C. Wisniewski 
 
Office Manager  
Ruth E. Holmes 
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